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E   1  2  3 Easy as 1, 2, 3 
People come into the world ready to count its wonder

The Economist, December 30, 2008                                                                       Illustration by Jon Berkley
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The Early Numeracy Project focused on 

1 What assessment can be done in 

y y j
three questions:

1. What assessment can be done in 
Kindergarten and Grade 1 to inform 
instruction so that fewer students need 
intervention later? 

2. What are some ways to identify children's 
strengths and weaknesses in early st e gt s a d weak esses ea y
numeracy? 

3. What instructional strategies effectively 
enhance numeracy understanding?enhance numeracy understanding?

Supporting Early Numeracypp g y y Surprise Box InterventionSurprise Box Intervention
Each of the seven parts of the Surprise Box resource 
includes the following headings:includes the following headings:

•What do you need?
•What’s in the box?
•What do you do?

Parts 2 through 6 also offer suggestions for:
•language to model and encourage
•processes to model and encourage
•dispositions to encourage

“Ask them to count, compare, order, describe, build and 
change, or pattern in progressively more complex ways 

dispositions to encourage

each day and week, always with the intent of developing 
key number concepts connected with counting skills
and organizational strategies.”
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T   S i  BTry a Surprise Box
Day 1    Decorate
Day 2    3 types of objects in groups of 2, 3, 5 =10
Day 3    Different objects, same groups  same,   

different, more, most, least to greatestdifferent, more, most, least to greatest
Day 4    Repeat day 3 as needed or proceed to

Part 2 : sorting boards  group, match, 
organize, compare, fewer, fewest
Part 3 : sorting boards, numeral cards, dice pattern cards

Next Steps:
Two column bar graphs
Comparison Strips
Numeral Cards for 7 and 8 (if secure with 0-6)
Ladybug Mat (part to whole)Ladybug Mat (part to whole)
10-Frame mats

S i  B  I t tiSurprise Box Intervention

Cover the Blocks ActivitiesCover the Blocks Activities



Winnepeg Winnepeg 
Early Years ActivitiesEarly Years Activities

Prince Charles Education Resource Centre

Tool Kit Blackline Masters

Winnipeg Early Years Activitiesg
Prince Charles Education Resource Centre

Source: John Van De Walle

C d dDot Card and 
Ten Frame 
Activities
Numeracy ProjectNumeracy Project
Winnipeg School Division



Numeracy Practice Questions (AU)                                              KGP3 to Band 3



b FNumber Fans
Number Number 
Identification



Understanding Early Numeracy: Resources from the Global Communityg y y y
http://i-9490-directors.wikispaces.com/WMC+2009



Math Wiki
http://cesa5mathscience.wikispaces.com/

Please take a minute to 
complete an evaluation.

I hope you enjoyed yourI hope you enjoyed your 
“virtual tour.” 

~ Kari Augustine


